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I am glad to report another active
year for our Association which has
seen many interesting
developments.

Financial:

Our Treasurer’s report is attached
and shows that we have maintained
a sound financial position. We must
now plan to fulfill our goals.

Legal:

We appear not to have any
outstanding problems.

Cultural:

Our program of lectures and visits
was very successful in 2009 and the
list of proposed visits for 2010 is
attached.

The trip to Paris was very popular
and allowed us to lay the foundation
of a promising cultural exchange.

We now look forward to our Trips
to Spain, Kuwait and Bahrain in
2010, details of which will soon be
circulated.
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The Recital by Ramzy Yassa held
in the Golden Room was very well
attended and well supported by our
sponsor. We look forward to repeat
this event in 2010 and should also
consider holding a gala dinner.

Educational:

The Association had decided to
sponsor the best curatorial student
from the Manial Palace Museum
staff for a scholarship to the USA
and was willing to sponsor a PhD
thesis based on the Manial
collection, but this has not been
achieved so far.

We are still waiting for premises to
be ready in the new carpet museum
at Manial Palace in order to start a
children’s program.

We should coordinate with the
Friends of the Coptic Museum and
the Friends of the Museum of
Islamic Art a full curatorial course
which could include the Masters
Degree from UTIU.

Membership:

We have now 132 members of the
Friends of Manial Palace Museum
after welcoming 21 new members in
2009.

Future:

We understand that Manial Palace
Museum is due to reopen to the
public towards the summer of 2010
after some delay.
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2010 could therefore be an
important  landmark  for  our
Association and we will try to
celebrate suitably the reopening of
our Museum.

The Ministry of Culture has not yet
confirmed a premises for our
Association in Manial Palace.

I wish to thank all those who have
made the continued success of our
Association  possible and in
particular Hassan Kamy and the
members of our cultural events
committee, Ehab Chafik and the
members  of  our  premises
committee. Let us hope that all our
committees will be even more
active in 2010.

All our members will no doubt join
me in thanking Mrs. Nadia Lamie
for her continued efficient, friendly
and untiring help.

On behalf of our Board, I take this
opportunity to wish all our members
a very healthy, happy and
prosperous 2010.

Abbas Hilmi
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